Beginners’ Explorere

F' A letter from the Headmistress

| could not be more proud of the Godstowe community this week. As you will
know, we have welcomed the ISI Inspection Team in from Wednesday and
Thursday and have worked with them all week on our Regulatory Compliance
Inspection, which has been due for some time. We look forward to publishing
the report once it has gone through its official next steps and we will know
more in the coming weeks. Needless to say, this has been a huge community
effort with everyone pulling together to showcase Godstowe at its very best. |
look forward to seeing you all again from Monday and do rather feel like | am
emerging from a week in my office, which has been unusual, as you know | like
to be out and about with you all!

Thank you for being so responsive to the Parent Questionnaire we sent out on
Monday and it has been very useful to read all responses which were gathered
and shared with us by the team. The Positive Parenting Workshop on Tuesday
morning was so well attended in the Sports Hall Gallery and it has been a joy to
read your enthusiastic feedback on the session run by Mrs Moore and Mrs
Hornett. We look forward to hosting the next one on Wednesday st February
at 8.15am. Our recent netball and swimming matches have been very well-
attended, which has been lovely to see and it was a delight to welcome Mr
Marr-Johnson to Main School Assembly on Wednesday this week who spoke
to the Form | to Fourths in his role as a distinguished geologist about energy
sources. It is a pleasure to be the Head of Godstowe and as each week passes,
our school community becomes ever stronger. Have a good weekend and see

you for another action-packed week next week. ' ; ﬂ . g
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Spring Term
20 January 2023

Key Datec for next week

23rd January

« |13+ Common Entrance
exams week

« International Week

« James Shone to speak to Main
School pupils

+ 4.30pm James Shone to speak
to parents

« 4.30pm U8-UI | Swimming vs
Maftman's Green (away)

24th January
« UI0-UI2 Swimming vs
Lambrook (away)

25th January
« Orchestral Collaboration at
Queen Anne's School
« 4.50pm UI2A-D Netball vs
Wycombe Abbey (away)
« U9 and U0 Swimming at St
George's Ascot (away)

26th January
+ Lodge and Main School Mufti
Day
« 3pm U9-Ul | Swimming Div
10 at St Helen's, Northwood
(away)

27th January
« 2pm U9 Netball vs Lambrook

(away)
« 4.30pm Student Recital

28th January

« 9am UIOA Netball
Tournament at St George's
(away)

« 9am UI3A Lacrosse and
U12A-C Netball vs Abbotts
Hill (away)

« 10.15am UI2A and UI3A-C
Netball vs Abbotts Hill (away)
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Lodge CODSTOWE L

Godstowe Pre-Prep the nursery

Lodge have been very excited this week about the
arrival of our worm farm, situated between Nursery and
the Beginners building. We have been learning a great
deal about what the worms need to be fed and have
been giving them some of our leftover coffee grounds,
tea leaves, bread, pasta, vegetable peelings and fruit skins
(but no citrus!).

Transition, Kindergarten and Beginners enjoyed an
assembly this week on being resilient. We looked at
the example of a swallow, who travels for thousands
of miles each Spring from Africa to return to her nest
in Scotland. We learnt that even when things are
tough, we need to keep trying, stay calm and ask for
help if necessary.

This week we have continued our Space theme in
Nursery. The children enjoyed making 'm' for moon
sponge paintings, making name rockets and exploring
the story of Whatever Next to role play. In cookery we
made banana and apple oat cookies (moon rocks). The
Number Zoo character of the week was Tiger Ten and
the children enjoyed making some paper cup tigers. We
have also been thinking about our hopes and dreams
and have recorded these in our special magic envelopes
to display in the classroom.

W
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In Beginners, we have been enjoying our learning about

+ +

+ o

Chinese New Year this week. We especially enjoyed
listening to Angelina's mummy who came to speak to
us all about the Chinese calendar and the special
celebrations. We have made cards, lanterns, lucky red
envelopes, and we have painted dragon pictures too.
We also used our phonics skills to do some writing
about the animals in the Great Race, and we used our
ordinal number skills to describe the order they came
in the race. Happy Chinese New Year, everyone.

Kindergarten started on their new topic, Antarctica, in
Geography. As a cross curricular activity with Science,
the children undertook an investigation into how blubber
enables the animals living in this region to survive the
cold weather. We concluded our Literacy 'Handa's
Surprise' book review with an introduction to
conjunctions.

Transition have been working hard at their division

topic in Maths, learning how to group and share
different amounts, using their times tables to help
them. In Science, we have been looking at the seven
different processes that all living things can do. We
braved the cold weather to go on a Science walk
around the grounds, identifying things that are living,
dead or which have never been alive.
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Main School

Well what a busy week!

On Monday Mrs Sweeney led her first assembly and spoke to the girls about
Generosity and her 6T's of Generosity. See how many your daughter can
remember! It was a fantastic assembly with a little cameo performance from Mrs
Lee-Metcalfe, Mrs MacDougall and Miss Palmer.

On Tuesday we held our first "Positive Parenting" course on Motivation. Thank you
to all of you who took time out of your busy schedules to come and support our
Wellbeing Team. Congratulations to Mrs Moore and Mrs Homett, and the rest of
the Wellbeing Team, on such a fantastic session. One parent even commented on
how motivated they felt to go on with their day. The next course is on Wednesday
I'st February and we can't wait to find out morel!

On Wednesday we welcomed Mr Marr-Johnson into Main School assembly. He
spoke to the children about his role as a geologist and finding a source for copper.
He also spoke to the girls about energy usage in the world and different types of
renewable energy. The girls found it very interesting with a couple saying, "We had
no idea that type of job existed, it was really interesting."

Friday was back with our celebration assembly. Congratulations to all those girls who
were awarded Sports Star, Boarders' of the Week, Typing Certificates, Accelerated
Reader and Friday badges. The boarders' video always gets a giggle so make sure
you watch that!

We hope you enjoy your Exeat and we wish our runners good luck this weekend!

A couple of new additions - T

. . You don't have to put your name, but we might find it difficult to help you with your
to the corridor next to Miss worry if we don't know who you arel Remember you can always falk to your Form

Be nn ett an d M rs Tuftor or any member of staff about your worries.
o Name: Tutor Group: 1
Humphries' office. Lower ;
My worry is:

School and Upper School
"Worry Boxes" have

appeared for girls to post

their worries in to.

y IF ONLY. Congratulations to India B and
. Florence M on their amazing
pop art paintings!

The girls were presented with
their certificates in our Main

~ School Celebration assembly

and everyone was very

impressed.
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Boarders Comzr

T

On Friday evening, Walker and Highlands joined
together to celebrate the first week and a half back with
some tasty Treatz and a movie night. We love visiting
our senior house neighbours!

On Saturday, we started our day with super delicious
breakfast to get us going. In Highlands, after breakfast,
we finished off our prep ready for Monday and then we
went into the music school to practise our beautiful
music. After our hard work in the moming, we
replenished our energy with some lunch before the
much-anticipated Teams Calls. After speaking with our
loved ones, off we went to our international weekend
rehearsals, which are looking good so far and we cannot
wait to share it with others! While the Lowers' and
senior houses were rehearsing, Form | and Il were
painting rocks with beautiful designs and things they are
grateful for this year. We had so much fun that the time
seemed to pass us by and in no time at all it was time
for our supper. As it was Moana's birthday, she had an
amazing time surrounded by her friends on her birthday
table. For the Highlands movie night, the choice
was...Moanal!

Our Sunday was a little bit different to normal, we
started off by having the most important meal of the
day...breakfast! And very soon we were in the coach off
to Guildford. To start our fun day, we had an enjoyable
and competitive game of bowling....the winner was
Elizabeth with 121 points!l We then made our way to
the Guildford shopping centre where Highlands enjoyed
a scrumptious McDonalds. In no time at all, we went off
with our adults and the shopping mania began! The
most popular shop was Flying Tiger, where we brought
lots of fun stationery and tuck. At supper we had a
Sunday roast to finish off our exciting day.

° Click here to watch the
Boarders' Video
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Poem of the Week,

A Gorilla In A Shopping Mall

(Inspired by The One and Only lvan based on a true story))

by Freya |

A gorilla in a shopping mall,
It does not seem right,
The space is so tight,
| am stuck on this page
A gorilla in a shopping mall
Trapped in a cage
Meant to be free
But forced to stay behind the door with a key
Lonely, desperate
Moaning, for freedom -
Little girls and boys come
One hand on the window the other holding their mum
Staring deeply into the sad gorilla’s eyes
Outside people shout
While the owner counts
How much money.he has earned from the show

‘Free the-Gorilla’ is What they yell
The enclosure is' startingito Smell
For no.one vagﬂ'com_e ¥
All you cantheaFis a hum
Of the gorilla singingifor freedem. J
*
After many weeks
The authorities speak
And take the gorilla away
To the zoo
Everyone knew
Once a gorilla is taken from the.wild
It cannot be put back in the wild.

Run around
Play on the ground
In the trees
Or on the big mound
It has found a home
There are so many places to roam
A gorilla in a shopping mall is not right,
Finally the gorilla sees light.
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAFMA8lmijQ/edit
https://youtu.be/h2-9TyZlZUY

Sports Snippets
The weather has not been in our favour this week and we have

had to postpone a number of fixtures and practices but despite
this we have managed to play the following matches:

Friday |3th January

U8 Netball

On Friday |3th January it was a Godstowe first with the U8 girls
playing in a fixture! Our Red, Blue, Green and Yellow teams
played against Lambrook with our Purple and Black teams playing
against each other. It was a super event with the girls having their
first taste of a fixture and hosting another school. Well done to
all the girls involved - we are very proud of you!

Monday |6th January

Indoor Athletics

On Monday |6th January a small U12 and U3 squad went to
Wycombe Abbey to compete in an Indoor Athletics
Competition with the hope to qualify for the Buckinghamshire
team! All the girls did so well competing in the various events on
offer. A special well done to India who has been asked to join the
Buckinghamshire team to take part in the Southeast Regional
SportsHall Championships in February.

Swimming vs Crosfields

The Ul2s and U1 3s travelled to Crosfields School to take part in
a gala on Monday. It was a great opportunity for some of the girls
to have their first gala of the academic year. After some excellent
races and some competitive swimming the girls came out
victorious. Well done to all that swam!

Thursday |9th January

U8 and U9 swimming

The U8 and U9 girls hosted their first gala tonight and what a
fantastic performance by all involved. It was lovely to see so many
of the girls swimming so well and showing true grit and
determination to succeed. After a closely fought gala the
opposition pipped us to the post and came out victorious. Well
done to all that swam!

Ul TA vs High March

Our Mlll's played a fantastic match against High March. They have
been working so hard on their versatility these last few months
and being strong all over the court. It has certainly paid off with
them winning the game by over 20 goals! Well done girls.
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Sofiya.s book review

This year 6F are taking part in the Godstowe
Book Awards. As a class they are reading one
book each term and through doing so they are
covering a variety of genres. Our Autumn term
book was Vote for Effie by Laura Wood and the
girls thoroughly enjoyed it. Each member of the
class wrote a book review and Sofiya's was
judged the best. Towards the end of the year, 6F
will present the books to other children in the
school and reveal which book they felt was the
best.

| absolutely loved this book by Laura Wood and
would 100% award it 5 stars!
| would award the first star for the amount of
humour there is in this story. | really enjoyed
how comedic Effie and the rest of her group are.
The second star is for how Laura Wood has

given Effie and her peers some unique

personalities to match their unique selves. | love
how Effie is so passionate about her school and
for fighting for what is right. | also love that
Effie’s friends are very supportive and
encouraging.

The third star is awarded for all the mixed
emotions such as: happy, angry, upset, and more.
| really enjoyed reading this book. It was like
riding a rollercoaster full of mixed emotions.

The fourth star is for the protagonist,
Euphemia ( Effie) Kostas. She is a flawless lead
role due to her resilience, motivation and her
strong self belief. For me as a young girl, | really
enjoyed her ability to keep going.

The fifth and final star goes to how inspiring
this story is, it really motivates girls to make a
noise. The message | received from the book
was, ‘ Even if you have lost a small competition
you haven’t really lost in your heart and mind
because you keep going and don’t stop’
| really loved reading this book and | hope you
do too.

1 6.8 8.8 ¢
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At Natlonal Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, caners and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they teel
it s needed. This guide fecuses on one of many apps which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please viskt wanw.natlonalenlinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.
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